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vi PREFACE.

ral, shall interblend without confusion or mistake. It is from this last
point of view that this book has been written. It is neither a book of
Science nor of Theology, but it aims to present the latest results of
Bcience touching the origin and antiquity of Man,and his place in this
mundane system, side by side with the account of his creation and
functions in the book of Genesis, as interpreted by the critical tests of
modern philology; and to suggest certain principles of adjustment
between the record of Nature and the record of the Bible, without
violence to the spirit of either.

The matter of the volume was originally given in a series of Sunday-
evening lectures, largely extemporaneous in form, and purposely pop-
ular, almost colloquial, in style. At the instance of the publisher, these
have been prepared for the press from the reports of a competent and
careful phonographer. No attempt has been made to elaborate them
for scientific readers, though a few notes of reference to authorities and
of ancillary topics have been added. The fourth lecture, on Max’s
DoMINION OVER NATURE, is somewhat more labored than the rest,
having been delivered substantially to the Phi Beta Kappa Society in
Harvard College, in 1865. The then recent death of Mr. EDWARD
EVERETT naturally suggested the tribute to his memory as a typical
Man.

If this little book shall do anything to diffuse sound views of the in-
terpretation of the Bible in its allusions to the phenomena of Nature,
and to strengthen the conviction that in Nature and the Bible alike
one living and eternal God is declared the creator and lord of all, and
Man His image as a spiritual power above Nature, the author will be
fully recompensed for the risk of entering the lists as a disputant in an
untried field.

Having in view always the popular reader, the author has cited for-
eign authorities from English translations, wherever these exist, or has
clothed their thoughts in English dress. Among American authors
he acknowledges his special indebtedness to Professor James D.
DaArxA, of Yale College, and Professor ARNOLD GuUYoT, of the College
of New Jersey—men whom Science recognizes among her wisest In-
terpreters, and Revelation among her ables{ Defenders.

- Nzw YoRK, September, 1869,
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18. And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the
darkness: and God saw that i¢ was good.

19. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

20. And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that
hath life, and fowl tkat may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.

21. And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the
waters brought forth abundantly after their kind, and every winged fowl after his
kind: and God saw that i was good.

22. And God blessed them, saying, Be fraitfal, and multiply, and fill the waters in
the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.

23. And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.

24. And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle,
and creeping thing, and beast cf the earth after his kind: and it was so.

25. And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind,
and everything that creepeth upon the earth after his kind : and God saw that i was
good.

WE have here one of the oldest written documents in the
world, perhaps the oldest written account of the creation.*
There are monuments and even literary remains of the Egyp-
tians and the Chinese that claim a higher antiquity ; but these
are, for the most part, dry details of names and numbers, with
no consecutive narrative of events, or they are myths, tradi-
tions, and religious rituals in the form of poetry. This docu-
ment is professedly a history, given in historical form, and it
concerns the origin of Mankind.

It is commonly ascribed to Moses as its author, either as
composer or compiler. Modern criticism has attempted to

.
displace Moses from this traditional position, and to substitute
for him historians of later date, perhaps of the time of Solo-
mon, or even as late as the time of the Captivity. It is not
essential to the authenticity of the record that we should be
able to fix definitely upon its author; but the same proofs of
genuineness exist'in this case as in respect to the works of He-

rodotus, Homer, and other writers of great antiquity. The pre-

* For the art of writing among the Hebrews consult Hengstenberg on ** The Authen
ticity of the Pentateuch,” vol. i., p. 344; Dr. W. Smith, ** The Book of Moses,” vol. i.
p.13; Ewald, ** History of Israel,” vol. i., p. 48; Delitzsch, *‘ Commentar uder die Gen
esis,” p. 20: Smith's ** Dictionary of the Bible,” Art. * Writing ;" Bunsen, * Egypt's
Place in History,"” vol. 1., p. 806; also vol. fii., p. 8%4, for the origin of Writing among
the Chinese; Rawlinson’s Herodotus, ii., p. 305.
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ginning ” for the evolution of the entire solar system from a
single nebulous mass—supposing that to have been the con-
dition in which matter was first produced.

“ God created the heaven and the earth!™ Did the writer
mean to describe the universe at large and the origin of mat-
ter? or simply our globe and its visible firmament, as estab-
lished or constituted in its existing order? This can not be
determined from the word bara, which has the same ambi-
guity as the English word create ; but inasmuch as the suc-
ceeding verses are occupied with the plastic process*in detail,
by which crude chaotic matter was reduced to form and order,
we may infer that by the act of creation in the first verse was
intended the origination of matter, the first beginning of that
from which the worlds were shaped. This is the meaning
put upon it by the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews:—
“the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear.” *
The objection that the metaphysical notion of creation ex
nthilo is foreign to the Scriptures, has little weight, since the
Hebrew writer, impressed with the eternal self-existence and
the absolute personality of God, was declaring a fact, without
reference to-a philosophical mode of conceiving that fact.

As used in the Bible, the word bara sometimes signifies the
bringing into existence a new thing—as, for instance, the cre-
ation of Matter, of Life, and of Man—and sometimes the con-
stituting or establishing in order that which had already been
brought into existence as to its germs or essence—in the sense
to cut, carve, or shape; but in either case the principle is the
same—a personal God giving existence, form, and order to
matter by his own power and will. Applied to the acts of
the Almighty, dara always denotes the giving existence to

* Hebrews xi. 8.
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us to understand how, if this Chaos was matter in a rare gas-
eous state diffused in space, molecular motion, or a chemical
change evolving electricity, may have produced the light
here described, and then motion, once set in order, might
have given shape by degrees to the earth and the heavenly
bodies. As to the process, however, all is mere conjecture;
Genesis does not describe it,—science can not unfold it.*
Here comes in the term “ Day.” 1 suppose it now to be
well understood that neither this word itself, nor Biblical
usage, nor the context here, requires us to understand by a Day
a period of twenty-four hours. The term is first applied to
the appearing of light after the darkness of chaos. Chaos was
the evening, light the morning. But when did this darkness
begin? and how long did the light thus engendered continue ?
‘Was this merely a natural day? Why should we attempt to .
measure this first period by a chronometer which, according
to the narrative itself, could not have come into use until the
fourth day, when the heavenly bodies became visible from our
globe, 50 as to serve for the measurement of times and seasons ?

* The nebular hypothesis is thus stated by Prof. Loomis: ‘ Suppose that the matter
composing the entire solar system once existed in the condition of a single nebulous
mass, extending beyond the orbit of the most remote planet. Suppose that this neb-
ula has a slow rotation upon an axis, and that by radiation it gradunally cools, thereby
contracting in its dimensions. As it contracts in its dimensions. its velocity of rota-
tion, according to the principles of Mechanics, must necessarily increase, and the
centrifugal force thus generated in the exterior portion of the nebula wouid at length
become equal to the attraction of the central mass. This exterior portion would thus
become dectached, and revolve independently as an 1 zone or ring. As
the central mass continued to cool and contract in its dimensions. other zones
wonld in the same manner become detached, while the central mass continually de-
creases in size and increases in density. The zones thus successively detached would
gencrally break up into separate masses, revolving independently about the san; and
if their velocities were slightly unequal, the matter of each zone would ultimately col-

"lect in a single planetary but still gaseous mass, having a spheroidal form, and also a

motion of rotation about an axis. As each of these planetary masses becomes still
forther cooled, it would pass through a succession of changes similar to those of the
first solar nebula; rings of matter would be formed surrounding the planetary nucleus,
and these rings, if they broke up into separate masses, would ultimately form satel-
lites revolving about their primaries. . .. .. This hypothesis must be regarded as pos-
eessing considerable probability, since it accougts for a large number of phenomena
which hitberto had remained unexplained.”—Treatise on Astronomy, p. 814.
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The gods themselves came later into being.

‘Who knows from whence this great creation sprang?
He from whom all this great creation came,
‘Whether his will created or was mute,

The Most High Seer that is in highest peaven,

He knows it—or perchance even He knows it not.” *

This passage, thou:sh free from grotesque and absurd com-
binations of the spiritual and the material, is pantheistic
throughout, and while it places the manifoldness of the
material creation before the creation of spiritual powers, it
hardly concedes to * the One,” “ the IT ” whose breath inter-
penetrates all existence, a consciousness of the ‘beginning of
the creation that somehow proceeded from Itself. Contrast
with this the conception of the personal Creator and the
description of His work with which Genesis opens. Think
how much is asserted in the very first sentence of this book.
“It assumes,” says Dr. Murphy, “the existence of God, for

/ it is IIe who in the beginning creates. It assumes His
cternity, for Ile is before all things; and as nothing comes
from nothing, Ile himself must have always been. It implies
Ilis omnipotence, for e creates the universe of things. It

\l implies His absolute freedom, for He begins a new course of

"action. It implies Ilis infinite wisdom; for a kosmos, an
order of matter and mind, can only come from*a being of
absolute intelligence. It implies His essential goodness, for
tho Sole, Eternal, Almighty, All-wise, and All-sufficient Being
has no reason, no motive, and capacity for evil. It presumes

_ im to be beyond all limit of time and place, as He is before

4% all timo and place,. * % % * *x  x  «

This simple sentence denies atheism; for it assumes the

being of God. It denies polytheism, and, among its various
forms, the doctrine of two eternal principles, the one good

LAre W"""' M
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* Tho Rig-Veda, Book X., Ilymn 139; translated in Max Muller 8 * Chips from a
Gorman Workshop," vol. 1., p. 76,
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beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” The ex-
istence cf God is assumed, yet the universe here contem-
plated as the work of creative intelligence becomes a con-
vincing argument for the being of God. Can a man walk
this earth so manifestly prepared for his abode, enjoy its
beauties, appropriate its uses, analyze its mysteries, and not
feel that there is a God? Can a man look upon these
heavens, measure the distance, the density, the capacity of
each star, prescribe the motions of the planets, and summon
to light new worlds to explain the aberrations of the old, and
not feel that there is a hand divine that binds the sweet in-
fluences of Pleiades and looses the bands of Orion, that
brings forth Mazzaroth in his season, and- guides Arcturus
with his sons ?

Shall a man look upon himself, and behold how fearfully
and wonderfully he is made, and not know that he is God’s
workmanship? Shall he make a watch, and not perceive
that a superior intelligence must have made the delicate
organ that keeps time within his own breast? Shall he
make a telescope, and not perceive how much higher skill
was requisite to make the eye which he so rudely imitates,
and without which his telescope would be a worthless tube
of tin? Shall he imagine .that matter has done for itself
what he with all his intelligence and ingenuity can not do
with matter ? Shall he bring down light from the stars, and
not see that it is God’s light ?

Or shall he look within himself ? - Shall the thinking I, the
living soul, which knows that it is not self-existent, that it has
not existed from eternity, shall that soul ask itself whence it
came, and not feel the spontaneous, glowing responsé, “Iam
the offspring of God ?” How can a man be an atheist ? be an
atheist, and yet be a man ? Can he know himself and not
know God? God is seen and felt in all His works, whether
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man will see Him or no. 'We have no need to say, “ Oh, that
I knew where I might find Him !” If we feel after Him, we
shall surely find Him, “seeing He is not far from every one of
us—for in Him we live, and move, and have our being.”
“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.”
‘We wander back in quest of the origin of our race and of
- the world we inhabit, till we meet this sublime declaration,
In the beginning, Gop. 'We traverse the whole field of specu-
lative philosophy, and reach the same sublime result, 7n the
beginning, Gop. We roam through the interminable ages
and cycles of ages in the eras of geology, and the weary
mind comes at length to the same terminus, In the beginning,
Gop. We take the nebular theory, and melt down the earth

to a fluid mass, and evaporate this into the thinnest ether dif-.

fused in space, and requiring age upon age of motion to give
it solidity and form; we ask whence came the ether? Ix
THE BEGINNING, Gop. Everywhere it is written, There is a

}

God—a living God, a personal God, a present God. Can i
there be a higher object of thought than to know such a

God? Can there be a higher privilege of love than to know
God as a friend ?
























MAN THE HEAD OF THE CREATION.- 35

surface of the globe. In particular members, and in adapta-
tions to particular ends, other creatures are superior to man;
but by his powers of locomotion, of endurance, and of con-
trivance, man is fitted to subdue all other creatures, and to
subjugate and modify the earth. Erect, compact, agile,
symmetrical, efficient, and enduring, he is properly the lord
of the creation. Pre-existent nature was a prophecy of his
coming. The physical creation rose step by step, platform
upon platform, like a pyramid, whose apex is Man. Cicero
says: “ When you look upon a large and beautiful house,
though you should not see the master and find it quite empty,
no one can persuade you that it was built for the mice and
weasels that abound in it.” If we imagine some higher intel-
ligence to have looked upon our globe at various periods of
its formation prior.to the appearance of man, he must have
seen that this structure was as yet incomplete, that it could
not be designed for the mere home of star-fish and lizards,
that there must be some higher order of being for whom all
this was preparing.

(



LECTURE III.

@he @rig‘iu of @an.

THEORIES OF DEVELOPMENT.

/ THAT man is not coeval with the globe that he inhabits, but

\came into existence only in the last great age of geological
tim?,hat he crowned the series of organic life, that he was

end8wed with intellectual and moral faculties, and invested
with dominion over Nature, are points upon which science
attests the statements of the Biblical history. But a school

- of scientists deny that man was the immediate product of a
new creation, and refer his origin to a Law of Development
which they profess to trace in all organic Nature, working
through secondary causes, without the intervention of a
personal Creator. Various as are the theories of development,
they all agree in ascribing the successive forms of life to
secondary causes. As applied to Man, this doctrine demands
a careful investigation.

The notion that man was somehow developed out of the
Simia is not of recent origin. Eighteen centuries ago Pliny
wrote, “Man is the being for whose sake all other things
appear to have been produced by Nature;” yet he remarked,
also, that “the various kinds of apes offer an almost perfect
resemblance to man in their physical structure.” Professor
Huxley has made no advance upon Pliny in his statement
that, “so far as structure is concerned, man differs to no
greater extent from the animals which are immediately below
him, than these do from other members of the same order ;”
but Huxley draws from this the inference, “ that man has

S€else €
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again the gradations of Matter, Life, Soul—the lower the
substratum of the higher, but not its source.

But this advance in types is not necessarily the develop-
ment of one out of another. On this point Mr. Darwin
himself has been misunderstood and somewhat misrepre-
sented. His speculations have no direct bearing on the
Biblical doctrine of creation by a personal God. His mode
of accounting for the origin of species does not dispense with
divine causation. / Mr. Darwin’s theory is not that of spon-
taneous generation, for he maintains that “not only the

various domestic races, but the most distinct genera and

orders within the same great class, are all descendants of one
common progenitor.”

The development o{/ the higher out of the lower assumes a
gradation of orders, and the displacement of the lower in
producing the higher; but Darwin teaches- simply that the
variation of species is induced by causes which already ex-
isted in the common progenitor. Neither does he teach
origination by natural causes alone. Divergence by selection,
resulting at last in prominent variations of type, he ascribes
to natural causes; but the previous question, “ How organic
matter began to exist,” he does not touch at all, He eays,
practically :é“ Given the origin of organic matter, suppesing
its creation to have already taken place, my object is to thow
in consequence of what laws, or what demonstrable proper-

ities of organic matter, and of its environments, such states
"of organic Nature as those with which we are acquainted
must have come about ;” */in short, he is accounting for phe-
nomena in species which have been brought to pass, as he
alleges, by certain laws operating upon them since the ori-
ginal creation. On this point Professor Dana teaches that

—

# Statement of Darwin’s views, by Prof. Huxley.
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our globe and the physical forces acting upon it were essen-
tially the same as they are now, shows that these influences-
are insufficient to call into existence any living being.

“Nothing is more striking,” he adds, “throughout the
animal and vegetable kingdoms, than the unity of plan in
the structure of the most diversified types. From pole to
pole, in every longitude, mammalia, birds, reptiles, and fishes
exhibit one and the same plan of structure, involving abstract
conceptions of the highest order, far transcending the broad-
est generalizations 'of man,—for it is only after the most
laborious investigations that man has arrived at an imperfect
understanding of this plan; and yet this logical connection,
these beautiful harmonies, this infinite diversity in unity, are
represented by some as the result of forces exhibiting no
trace of intelligence, no power of thinking, no faculty of
combination, no knowledge of time and space. If there is
anything which places man above all other beings in Nature,
it is precisely the circumstance that he possesses those noble
attributes without which, in their most exalted excellence
and perfection, not one of these general traits of relationship
so characteristic of the great type of the animal and vege-
table kingdoms can be understood or even perceived. How,
then, could these relations have been devised without similar
powers ? If all these relations are almost beyond the reach
of the mental powers of man, and if man himself is part and
parcel of the whole system, how could this system have been
called into existence if there does not exist One Supreme In-
telligence as the Author of all things.” *

A strong primd facie argument against the theory of de-
velopment is found in the fact that, through all departments
of the universe there are traces of invisible and immaterial

* Eseay on Classification, Sectione II. and IN.
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dition and a cause. The universe, for instance, is built
upon successive platforms of conditions, each platform being
narrower than that directly beneath it, and the conditions
being broader in their range of application than the thing
conditioned thereupon. Thus gravitation, cohesion, and
chemical affinity are all conditions of vegetative life; but
these do not produce that life—they are not its proper
cause.

The Life is a new principle which enters from some other
source, and lifts up these antecedent and necessary con-
ditions upon a new platform for its uses. And so on through
all the higher stages of existence, the end of the lower is
the higher, but the lower ends without producing the higher,
and has not in itself any power of producing the higher.
Something not already in itself enters in to combine these
conditions and produce the next higher plane. To the same
effect is the teaching of Professor Dana:—that life and
physical or inorganic force are ‘directly opposite in their
tendencies ; that inorganic and organic Nature move in op-
posite directions; so that, on scientific grounds, we should
conclude that physical force could not, by any metamorphosis,
give rise to Life. Neither is there any authority from science
to assert that Life itself is capable of more than simply living
and reproducing itself. “Suppose the world to be in- its
condition of inorganic progress, we have no scientific ground
for supposing that it could pass to a higher state, possessing
living beings, by any parturient powers within. Or if Life
exists, we still get no hint as to the evolution of the four
sub-kingdoms of animal life from a universal germ; nor as
to the origin of the Class-types, Order-family, or Genus-
types, or those of Species, each of which is a distinct idea
in the plan of creation. Nature, in fact, pronounces such
8 theory of evolution absolutely false, The perpetual pres-
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approximate the ape, the formative law must be the same
for both ; and so we can not deny the possibility that just as
man 1ay, by arrest of development, sink down to the ape,
80 may the ape, by a progressive development, approximate
to man.” Bat this by no means follows. Exceptional cases
of degradation from the superior to the inferior can not be
held to prove a reverse law of progressive development from
the inferior to superior. Vogt’s reasoning is based entirely
upon a few abnormal specimens of suppressed kuman devel-
opment ; whereas his argument requires that he should pro-
duce specimens of advanced Simian development, approx-
imating humanity by slow bat evident degrees. In the thou-
sands of years since men and apes have lived side by side, the
ape has made no advance toward the form, the habits, or
the intelligence of man. Why has there been no lucky in-
stance of a humanized ape, under the favoring conditions
of human example, and with the supposed precedent of
such a development given in the origin of man? And why
has paleontology presented no specimen of the transitional
ape, which had at least advanced to the level of idiotic hu-
manity, resembling man in the organs of the body, though
deficient in his manifestations of mind ?

But while such resemblances as Carl® Vogt has traced
between abnormal specimens of humanity and the higher
Simian .types may give plausibility to a theory of develop-
ment, there are, on the other hand, characteristics of man
which so completely individualize him, and separate him
from animals, as to neutralize the argument from resem-
blances.

Rochet has grouped these discriminating characteristics
under five principal heads, a brief summary of which must
answer my purpose for popularizing the subject.

(1) Man examined externally as regards form. There






l

Y

/

46 MAN: IN GENESIS AND IN GEOLOGY.

utility, without any true notion of the objects; while in
man, who, by means of language, conveys ideas, the facts
of memory acquire great value. The animal possesses
nothing analogous to the free-will of man. The animal en-
tirely wants imagination, which for man is the charm of
life, the consolation and the remedy for his evils.

(5.) Man considered as a collective being. The animal
constantly loses territory which man gains. The day will
arrive when there will be on the surface of the earth only
such animals as are useful to man. Animality has no prin-
ciple of cohesion in its members. Every animal lives only
for itself. DBut men group together and combine their forges,
and, although individually weak, they acquire an-immense
power. Man transmits his works and his conquests to his
descendants. The animal perishes, and leaves only his skel
eton behind.*

Now, these characters are qualitative, and serve to dis-
tinguish Man as a species. They belong to a plane so much
higher than animal life that they must have been derived
from a source above the laws and conditions of that life;
they answer to and verify the place assigned to man by the
Mosaic account of his creation; that he was made in the
image of God, and invested with dominion ‘““over the fish of
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle,
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creepeth upon the earth.” The adaptation of man for this
supremacy over Nature is marked by that feature of his
physical structure which Professor Dana has happily termed
cephalization. “The head of an animal being the seat of
power, containing the principal nervous mass, and the various
organs of the senses, it is natural that among species rank

* These views of M. Rochet are condensed from the Bulletins of the Paris Anthro-
pological Society, and. published in the London AntAropological Review, April, 1869,
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design of God! There are some who object to the Biblical
view of man, that it is degrading, that it makes no recog-
nition of that dignity of which he is conscious, that it puts
upon him no such honor as science accords to him in the
creation. So far from this, it is the Bible that puts honor
upon man in the record of his creation.

It is not the Bible that traces the origin of man back to the
monkey or the trilobite ;—this makes him the child of God,
created in his image, for his companionship and his glory.
True, the Bible represents man as fallen and degraded in
character, but this by his own act, because God had made
him a being of voluntary powers, which powers he perverted
to his own degradation ;—but, nevertheless, by reason of
these very powers, he is capable of recovery and restoration
to his original place and destiny as the offspring of God. As
the highest organization upon the globe he inhabits, he is the
crowning excellence of the creation. But this organic perfec-
tion is a small part of the Creator’s ideal in man. When,
after all his other work, God said, “Let us make man in our
own image, after our likeness,” He set him apart from all other
creatures in a sublime pre-eminence, and put the seal of divin-
ity upon him as an intelligent soul; and then, as if to repre-
sent Himself upon the earth, He crowned man with glory and
honor, and set him over all the works of His hand. No the-
ory of development, no speculation of philosophy, no dream
of poet can place man upon such a pinnacle of honor as that
where God set him at the first. He has thrown himself down
from that position of dignity by self-will, self-worship, the
love of the creature,—by knowing, willful, daring disobedi- -
ence of God. Man is not a poor, struggling creature, just
breaking away from the fellowship of brute beasts and mak-
ing fitful endeavors after a higher life ;—he is a fallen creature.
“he image of God, a little lower than the Elohim, he has
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with a soul renewed to holiness, he can rise to Alpine heights
of vision and of glory, higher and yet higher, commanding at
each ascent some wider prospect of truth, inhaling a purer
atmosphere, gathering strength as he rises for yet loftier
attainments, evermore rising toward God, his source, his cen-
ter, and his all. Of Him, and through Him, and to Him are
all things: to Him be glory forever. Amen.
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you please, what are the mutual relations of Man and Nature,
the two mundane factors in the problem of life ?

‘Without question we yield to Nature precedence in the or-
der of time. Nature was before Man. Through immeasura-
ble @ons the processus of her phenomena, in all their varied
beauty, sublimity, and terror, had moved on with no human
spectator to observe them. The upheaval of the continents ;
the slow subsiding of the seas; glaciers and icebergs, vol-
canic fires and stcamy mists—hot, cold, moist, dry, striving
for mastery “o’er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp;” gigan-
tic flora blooming and decaying; monsters of reptile and
animal life, the spawn of chaos and night ; all these had been,
and had left their record upon the surface of the globe;
—inorganic nature, organic nature, life vegetable, insect,
animal, aZ had passed on and on through timeless epochs of
duration without one trace of Man.

And when we reflect with the geologist, that “from the
inconceivably remote period of the deposition of the Cam-.
brian rocks the earth has been vivified by the sun’s light
and heat, has been fertilized by refreshing showers and
washed by tidal waves; that the ocean not only moved in
orderly oscillations regulated, as now, by sun and moon, but
was rippled and agitated by winds and storms; that the
atmosphere was influenced by clouds and vapors, rising,
condensing, and falling in ceaseless circulation,” and yet that
while Nature was thus established in her ordinances, through
the long, long ages from the Cambrian to the Post-Tertiary
there was no human organism, we are impressed not only
with the recency of Man’s origin, as compared with the
whole duration of the globe, but with his physical insignifi-
cance upon the scale of the universe, In this view we
concede the grandeur of Nature, in her antiquity, her forces,

1d her laws.
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as these were brought upon the stage of existence, affords no
proof that there was a development of one form out of an-
other by some natural law; this may only unfold the intelli-
gent plan of the Creator in his works, the order of the Cre-
ator’s acts—the power of the potter over the clay. Mere
homology of structure does not prove evolution. In the fac-
tories of Lowell one sees carpets of divers quality, figure,
and texture woven by the same motive-power; but an intel-
ligent will devises the pattern and adjusts the loom to that
combination of materials which makes the difference between
them ; and no principle of development, no accidental or nat-
ural variation will account for that difference. And so in the
world of life—Nature, acting like a vast power-loom, may
work up her materials upon some general plan of structure
with varieties of form; but the loom does not originate either
the structure or its varieties; it simply works up the materi-
als that are put into it, according to the patterns devised and
set by the creative mind. Plato was right in counting the
divine ideas the real substances, and those conceptions which
originate in the intelligent will of God, Nature, acting as His
power-loom, must work up according to the pattern. She
can not, of herself, pass from one to another, for Nature is
under law to the will of her Creator. Hence, as a leading
naturalist has said, “ the resemblances between the skeletons
of Man and the Apes may, to the uninitiated in science,
appear to make the transition by development feasible, yet
they are of no weight as argument, since the question is as to
the fact whether, under Nature’s laws, such a transition has
taken place as the gradual change of an ape into a Man, or,
whether apes were made to be, and remain, apes?” There is

ridence whatever from any half-and-half specimens, or

ny traces in organic remains, of such a gradation from

rilla up to the human organism. The gap between the
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purposes in the hands and fingers, the bluntness of the sense
of smell, such as to render it useless for the detection of prey
which is concealed—all these are features which stand in
strict and harmonious relation to the mental powers of Mar.
But, apart from these, they would place him at an immense
disadvantage in the struggle for existence. . . . The lowest
* degree of intelligence which is now possessed by the lowest
savage is not more than enough to compensate him for the
weakness of his frame. If that frame was once more bestial,
it may have been better adapted for a bestial existence; but
it is impossible to conceive how it could ever have emerged
from that existence by virtue of Natural Selection. Man must
have had human proportions of mind before he could afford
to lose bestial proportions of body. If the change in mental
power came simultaneously with the change in physical
organization, then it was all that we can ever know or under-
stand of a new creation.*”
But it is claimed that if Man be not a product of Nature by
a progressive law of evolution and selection in living organ-
isms, he is yet so completely under the control of physical
circumstances that Nature determines his character by her
conditions, and rules him by her laws. That physical geog-
raphy affects the characteristics of race is patent all over the
globe; and a sound sociology must make account of soil,
climate, vegetation, mines, mountains, rivers, seas, as well as
of intellectnal and moral phenomena, in estimating the quali-
ties and the prospects of a people. But the question remains
whether the influence of physical conditions upon human life
is so uniform and absolute as to amount to a determining
cause ? or does Man possess an essential quality of domiinion,
*hich makes him the proprietary of physical Nature, how-

—_—

¢ “ Primeval Man,"” pp. 66-70.
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marshes have been drained; deserts reclaimed by irriga-
tion ; and climates at first hostile and deadly, have been
mitigated or counteracted in their effects by human care
and skill. The Nile yields up at last the mystery of
its sources; the Arctic can not long hide its secrets; the
wild Atlantic consents to be bound by cables to either
shore, and is linked to the Pacific by iron bands that
span a continent. Man subordinates the whole creation
to his own uses. He gathers the fruits of the earth,
the products of its mines, the treasures of the sea; he
employs the subtile agencies of light, the powers of heat
and of motion, the fearful velocity and energy of the
lightning. According to his latitude and his wants, he
employs the reindeer, the dog, the horse, the ox, the buf-
falo, the camel, the elephant for transportation, or extracts
from fire and water the motive power of steam. He gets
light from the fat of sheep and oxen, the blubber of the
whale, the coal of the mountains, the resin of trees, the
rivers of oil in the bowels of the earth. He clothes himself
with fabrics woven from the skins of animals, the plumage
of birds, the pods and fibers of plants and trees. In a word,
he makes all Nature contribute to his use, his comfort,
his taste, his pleasure, and this by the mere brain-power
lodged in him as lord over the creation. If one would
realize man’s position over Nature, I know not where to
study it to more advantage than in the Smithsonian In-
stitute and in the Patent Office at Washington:—in the
one you have an exponent of Man’s comprehension of
Nature through science; in the other, of his combinations
and adaptations of Nature through invention. The one
shows his mastery of the principles of Nature, the other
his mastery of the forces of Nature. At the Smithsonian,

1 see in its museum how Man has studied, subdued,
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argues with Alcibiades, “he who uses, and that whick is
used, are different ”—the currier who uses the cutting-knife
different from the instrument he uses, and different also from
the hands and the eyes which he uses in his work. Nor can
we rise above the grand simplicity of Socrates’ definition of
aman. “The Man is that which uses the body :—now, does
anything use the body but the mind? Is not the mind,
therefore, the Man?” We answer with Alcibiades, “ The
Mind alone.”

To clinch the argument, here comes in the fact that Man’s
conquest of Nature is in the ratio of his spiritual develop-
ment. The higher civilization upon our globe is nearly
coterminous with Christianity. This correspondence is not
accidental, but illustrates the law of Man’s nature declared
at the beginning. As the offspring of God he was invested
with dominion over the world; by the fall he lost his spirit-
ual supremacy, which is again restored through the new life
in Christ.

1 do not forget that the Pheenicians and the Egyptians had
arts now lost to us, whose products are curiosities in the
scientific museums of the nineteenth century. I do not
forget that the arch once called Roman is as old as Egypt,
and the aqueduct as old as Tyre; that glass was molten on
the shore of Pheenicia, and linen spun upon the banks of the
Nile; that modern architecture is so largely a copy of the
schools of Greece, and that in the modeling of marble and
bronze, antiquity is still our teacher. In the time of Solomon
mankind had already “found out the knowledge of witty
inventions,” and “of the making of books there was no end.”
Yet the records and monuments of antiquity show us, in the
main; the multiplication of works of physical strength rather
than inventions of practical utility. A reaping machine
traversing the delta of the Nile, a steam pump to irrigate
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dominion of Man. Christianity inspires a philanthropy that
makes the elevation of the working classes its study and
care, and that infuses into political economy the principles
of the highest morality.

Under the influence of Christianity, Man regains his
dominion over Nature by the conquest of physical evils
Such evils are better comprehended and therefore more easily
subdued. The lightning and the storm, once the terror of
the pagan mind, are measured in their nature and effects,
and met with a fearless will and with adequate defenses.
The marshes that once bred disease and death are drained
and converted into meadows and orchards. The jungles
that once harbored wild beasts and venomous reptiles are
cleared and converted into fruitful fields. The desert is
made ta pour forth water from Artesian wells. No evil is
longer deemed insurmountable to Christian civilization.
Livingstone goes forth anew with the implements and
appointments of that civilization to subdue and renovate the
barbarism he has explored in the wilds of Africa. The
stcamboat shall penetrate the waters of that vast continent,
and the clearings of civilized men shall sweep pestilence
from its shores. The railroad which has already conquered
the Egyptian desert, the Rocky Mountains, and the salt
wastes of Utah, shall yet conquer and reclaim the vast
wastes from the Mediterranean to the Euphrates. Where-
ever a Christian civilization advances, its paths drop fatness;
the valleys are covered with corn, the hills are girded with
joy. - .

Under the influence of Christianity, Man regains dominion
over Nature through the development of the interior
resources of the earth. There were quarries and mines in
ancient times. The Egyptians worked veins of copper in
the peninsula of Sinai before the days of Joseph. The gold
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suspecting that the keys of his sovereignty over Nature
were in the vapor steaming from his kettle, and in the
magnet which he knew only as a toy. Vainly did he knock
at the door of Nature and summon her to disclose her
secrets ; she was dumb to force and to command. But when
once he learned the “Open Sesame,” her doors flew back
on golden hinges, and not Aladdin’s lamp disclosed such
jewels as in the crown of glory and honor which the Creator
bad here laid up for Man. “Thou madest him to have
dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all
things under his feet ; all sheep and oxen, yea and the beasts
of the field, the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and
whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.”

This discovery of the occult principles of Nature, and the
application of those principles to the service of Man, is the
highest trinmph of the spiritual over the material. A prin-
ciple or law of Nature is the will of the Almighty impressed
upon and acting through material forms. Science teaches us
that these occult principles of Nature are not spontaneous,
self-originated, independent, self-sustaining forces inherent in
matter as such, but when traced back into their remotest
confines are still laws impressed upon matter by a pldnning
mind. It teaches, moreover, that these laws pertain to and
are to be sought in the molecules, the minutest particles of
which bodies are supposed to be composed. And when we
begin to touch upon such laws, we come into an awful near-
ness to Him who framed them. It is as if one groping in a
cavern found himself upon the verge of a precipice, and
reaching forth at that instant should lay hold on something
in the dark, and feel the pressure of an invisible hand.
Here, in the arcana of Nature, God takes us by the hand, and
giving us the laws by which He governs the world, He gives
us dominion over the works of His hands. "How marvelous
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passable distinction between Man and the whole animal crea-
tion. “In the living beings of former ages,” writes Professor
Dana, “there had been intelligence and a low grade of reason
—affections as between the dam and her cub, and the joyous-
ness of life and activity in the sporting tribes of the land.
But there had been no living soul that could look beyond
time into eternity, from the finite toward the infinite, from
the world around to the world within and God above. This
* was the new creation—as new as when life began ; a spiritual
element as diverse from the life of the brute as life itself is
diverse from inorganic existence.” And this new life was
typified, as we have seen, in the cephalized structure of Man,*
who from the first appeared as a creature formed in all his
parts for the service of his brain, and thus for rational domin-
ion over inorganic matter and mere physical life; a creature

who,
“ endued
‘With sanctity of reason, might erect
His stature, and upright, with front serene
Govern the rest, self-knowing; and from thence
Magnanimous to correspond with heaven.”

Man has been defined as an Intelligence served by organs;
and his reasoning intelligence is a characteristic that sepa-
rates him from the brute creation by a chasm that they can
never cross. The contrast is most striking when the human
mind is directed to a point where the instinct of an animal is
exhibited in the highest perfection. Only by the refined and
severe method of the calculus was it ascertained that to se-
cure the most room and strength upon a given space, with
the least waste of material, the builder must adopt the exact
angles which the bee forms by instinct. But how much

* Cuvier's great discovery, which Prof. Owen styles the *‘ law of the subordination
of the different organic characters to the condition of the whole animal,” finds its
highest example in the subordination of Man’s body to his brain.
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confidence, determines by mathematical law that the equilib-
rium of our solar system demands the existence of another
planet yet unseen, then points the telescope and finds it
where it ought to be ?—this Mind that takes the wings of
the morning and out-travels light ; that flies backward to the
beginning and forward to the unknown; that counts all time
and space its home, and dares look forth upon the Infinite ?
From a few letters of the alphabet Homer made a poem
whose rhythm still beats upon the shores of Time, while the
sea washes a desolate beach where Troy once stood ; Plato
gave shape to thoughts that live, while Athens is falling to
decay; the creations of mind survive, though temples and
pyramids perish ; and though the heavens should pass away,
and the stars be seen no more, the system of mathematical
order and beauty that Newton formed from a few abstract
lines and numbers, would remain for the admiring contempla-
tion of the Mind, overarching it with a firmament of its own.
This Mind of Man, with its powers of Reason, Imagination,
Memory, Will,—with its hopes and fears, its joys and loves,—
this Mind that %Znows itself, and that dominates all matter
and all life without itself,—can it be less than the immediate
offspring of God ? If Man be over Nature as a power, is not
God more than Nature, more than law, more than fate? Is
not Man himself a proof of the supernatural ?

Man, whose physical origin can not be traced to any evolu-
tion of natural law, whose rudest beginnings of life were an
assertion of his dominion over Nature, whose functions as an
Intelligence ally him to the realm of spiritual powers, is sep-
arated yet more decisively from the control of Nature in the
gphere of Consciousness. That is an untenable and absurd
monopoly of the term science that would restrict it to phys-
ical phenomena, and would treat of these as the only realities

in the universe. Indeed, we can have no certainty concerning
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Herbert Spencer would persuade me that I am shaped and
governed as an atom by purely physical causes, I assert my
conscious personality and free-will. If he seeks to contra-
vene these by physical laws, I still assert them, and defy him
to set them aside. For if the Ego does not exist as a
conscious subject, the perception of the non-Ego, which is
Nature, i8 an impossibility; or, as Hamilton expresses it,
“ once Consciousness is ruined as an instrument, Philosophy
is extinct.” .

The materialist insists that I shall believe only that which
can be tested by the evidence of the senses, and reduces the
operations of mind itself to manifestations of the physical
_organization with which it is connected. But in recording
observations and making experiments that extend over a

_considerable period of time, he assumes his own identity
through memory and consciousness—his personal existence
as an intelligent observer—and he demantls of me that I
shall accept the results of his observations upon faith in his ,
intelligence, his competence, his accuracy, his fidelity ;—in a
word, he demands of me faith in human testimony concerning
that which in theory he holds should be accepted only upon
the strictest scientific evidence. Now the certainty of the
facts of consciousness which the materialist tacitly assumes,
while he rejects them in theory, may be no less conclusive
and absolute than the certainty of physical facts observed By
the senses.

I know that I am, that I think, that I will, that I am free.
I know that there is a Right, a Justice, a moral Law.- I
accept whatever facts the materialist brings me from his
varied and profound researches in the domain of physics;
but when he seeks to bind me with these as with chains, I
say to him, There are other facts also, as certain as yours,
snd nobler, grander far than yours; these I know, and these
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nonentity, if Man be under bonds to Natare without person-
ality, will, consciousness of his own. Better, then, build
altars to fire, flood, and fate, than memorial halls to heroes
who fought for the fiction of Freedom and the Right. Nay,
nay, there is a virtue, for there is a soul.

If some Comus, master of the rocks and woods, should
tempt us with his “ crystal glass ”—distilled from Nature’s
laboratory—by which

“The human countenance,
The express resemblance of the gods, is changed
Into some brutish form of wolf, or bear,
Or ounce, or tiger, hog, or bearded goat;”
or should wave over us his sensuous wand, till
“ Nerves are all chained up in alabasters” -
and having thus “immancled” its “corporal rind ” with his
compelling arts, should attempt the freedom of the mind
itself—though Reason, Motion, Will should fail us, Virtue
could yet deliver from the spell ;—Virtue the eternal bride
of Heaven, Virtue that makes the soul like herself heavenly
and immortal. She alone is free: ]
“ 8he can teach ye how to climb
Higher than the sphery chime;
Or if Virtue feeble were,
Heaven itself would stoop to her.” .

To sum up all, if you demand proof that Man is a spiritual
being, and therefore super-natural, I give you Language—
not as Huxley would persuade us, the mere product of the
nerve-force of certain muscles acting upon the structural pe-
culiarity of the glottis, but language as a psychical creation,
whose particles and connectives are links of intelligence hold-
ing speech together under the laws of mind—Ilanguage, the
very textile of the soul, of all Man’s products the least physical
or mechanical. I give you Conscience, discriminating. right

om wrong, and giving quality to actions from their motives.
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he consecrated every power to rescue his country and man-
kind from the material and the vile, and watched and waited
for the moral victory till “unseen hands shifted for him the
ourtains of the dawn.”

- And now shall Materialism mock that.splendid history by
linking it to the trilobite here and to the death-worm there ?
Nay, our hearts that discerned in him here the offspring of
God, will yield him there only to that realm of spiritual pow- -
ers, to that presence of the divine and the immortal which he
has described as the consummation of the science of the soul,
the true pesa so Quoixa— after nature, after time, after life,
after death.” Let Materialism stand rebuked before the splen-
did memory of

Edfourd Gherett.
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‘We are now prepared to appreciate the distinction between
Owen’s views of the Origin of Species and those of Darwin,
with which they have sometimes been confounded.

1. Professor Owen holds, with Darwin, that actual races
are modifications of those ancient races which are exemplified
by fossil remains. .

2: Professor Owen holds with Darwin, that the changes
recognizable in the earth’s surface were not sudden and vio-
lent in their nature, and that the extinction of specics was
not cataclysmal but regulated. In his view, the discoveries
of transitional forms,—as in the exdmple of Palmotherium
and Egquus—have in a good measure supplied the link be-
tween the species held to have perished by cataclysms. The
origin of species, therefore, is to be ascribed to a secondary
tause, and not to the successively-repeated acts of direct
creation.

Professor Owen protests wisely against invoking miracu-
lous power to initiate every distinct species. No doubt a too
constant appcal to miracle to account for the obscure, tends
to cheapen our estimate of the supernatural. The Bible often
uses natural means in conjunction with supernatural agen-
cy,—as the plagues of Egypt and the passage of the Red
Sea ; and it never introduces the supernatural to account for
what can be explained by natural causes. In studying those
phenomena of Nature whose causes are hidden from our
view, we should imitate this wise discrimination of the Bible;
since, as Owen says, “ the miracle, by the very multiplication
of its manifestations, becomes incredible—inconsistent with
any worthy conception of an all-seeing, all-provident Omnip-
otence.” .

3. Professor Owen agrees, therefore, with Darwin in the
theory of development to this extent, that he traces the ori-
gin of existing species to extinct species, through the opera-
tion of a secondary cause.

4. But Darwin defines this secondary cause as “ Natural
Selection,” which is simply the law of the strongest prevail-
ing in “the battle of life” with external circumstances: By
the principle of Atavism, indeed, he recognizes in the indi-
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is necessary that we take into view spiritual powers as well
as physical phenomena. The mere physicist can not include
psychology within his proper province, yet there are facts of
psychology that are as certain in consciousness as are physi-
cal facts to the senses; and as in the human organism the in-
teraction of spirit and body is so complex and constant that
no just idea of Man can be formed which does not include
them both, so in the physical universe there may be invisi-
ble operations of spiritual powers which a higher Science of
the spiritual would enable us to comprehend. Hence the de-
nial of the supernatural may be a result, not of Science, but of
ignorance. No one knows enough of the nature of spirit,
or the modes of its operation, to be competent to affirm that
a Spirit of infinite wisdom and power can not so act upon the
material universe as to effect the purposes of an intelligent
will, without seeming to disturb that course of things which,
by reason of its apparent uniformity, we call the Laws of
Nature. At the same time, the more refined those laws
become in their working, the nearer do they bring one to the
realm of spiritual powers.



LECTURE V. '
@lge guﬁqnitg of %am.

Ix following the narrative given in the 1st and 2d chap-
ters of Genesis, we have seen that the creation of Man was
ushered in by a distinctive formula differing very significantly
from that which describes the preceding periods of creation,
and denoting some more exalted purpose on the part of the
Creator. Among all the forms of organized being hitherto
produced, there was no type for this intended lord of the cre-
ation, and accordingly he was made directly in the image and
likeness of God, intellectually and spiritually, as a moral being,
and in this character of sonship was established at once in
dominion over all the other works of God in this lower world.
Your attention was called to the fact that Nature—by which
we mean nothing independent of God, but that course of
things in continuity which is established as the result of the
creative power—was in existence before Man, with its estab-
lished elements, principles, forces, and laws, as we now know
them (a fact which is very clear upon the face of the geologi-
cal records), and also that there were immense wons in the
process of this earth’s formation during which Man could not
possibly have existed in its atmospheric and other conditions.
We have further seen that there was nothing in those pre-
existing forces and elements of Nature capable of producing
Man; that while there has been a law of advance in type-
forms through the whole course of creation, there has been
also a lifting up by a power coming in from above upon

ntecedent conditions, which conditions, though necessary to-
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Does anybody know ? Are we able to trace back the human
race to its beginning, and to measure the term of its duration?
Not yet, I think. The data upon this subject are meagre and
uncertain, and the question, which ought to be simply one of
fact, resolves itself pretty much into one of speculative or
problematical inquiry. Hence, when we study it purely as
a question in Natural History, we should keep distinctly in
our minds the only fact that as yet is a fact about it, viz,
that it is extremely problematical. Setting aside for the
present this narrative in Genesis, what data have we by
which to determine the continuance of Man upon the globe ?

1. There are shonumental remains scattered here and
there upon the surfice of the globe which are supposed to
belong to a remote antiquity. But these fall within measurable
periods of time. There may be here and there a mooted
question as to the age of some particular monuments of an-
tiquity ; but none of these make very extravagant demands
upon our faith. Take, for instance, the probable age of the
pyramids of Egypt. I say probabdle, since it is not yet pos-
sible from the sources at command to fix precisely the date
of their erection in the chronology of the world, although
their place in the dynasties of Egypt is more nearly ascer-
_ tained. The great pyramids, by the common' consent of
Egyptologers, are assigned to the Fourth dynasty of kings of
the Old Empire, as given by Manetho; and the commence-
ment of this dynasty has been placed by Lepsius, Bunsen,
Brugsch, and others, at from three thousand to three thousand
six hundred years before Christ. -Bunsen, however, in his
latest recension of Egyptian chronology, revised Manetho’s
lists by those of Eratosthenes of Alexandria, and thus, as he
expresses it, “ got rid legitimately of a considerable numter
of useless centuries,” He had before said, “In no part of
Asiz does chronological national history go back beyond






88 MAN: IN GENESIS AND IN GEOLOGY.

of a vague antiquity—some prolonged indefinite period before
we reach the positive beginnings of history. But, on the
other hand, it may be asserted with equal sigmficance, that
there is a tendency in the human mind universally to invent
and exaggerate matters pertaining to the remote past. Even
within a period that barely transcends the memory of the
living, how many stories we have accumulated already about
‘Washington, magnifying his heroic character and life, his re-
markable preservation from danger, and so on—some of
which probably have not a shadow of foundation in fact.
How many stories we have about the Pilgrim Fathers, and
the early history of New England, which probably have no
warrant whatever in fact, and yet these go back only two
centuries. When we go back ten centuries, how much of
tradition must needs be mythical; and when it comes to
periods of thousands of years, the whole thing is so indeter-
minate that no philosophical mind can accept it. Hence,
judicious investigators of Roman and Grecian history—Nie-
buhr, Mommsen, Grote—have sifted out and thrown aside as
worthless a great mass of early tradition. These two data,
Monuments and Traditions, are of comparatively little help
in determining with accuracy the period of Man’s beginning,
the term of his continunance upon this globe.

3. We pass, then, in the third place, to certain remains of
human workmanship which are found in such relations to ex-
tinct races of animals, or in such geological conditions as
mark a high antiquity. Let me enumerate a few of these.
In 1853—4, during a remarkably dry winter in Switzerland, the
lakes and rivers fell far below their usual level, and the inhab-
itants of Meilen, on the Lake of Zurich, improved the oppor-
tunity in dredging and building walls, and in so doing came
upon the remains of piles and various traces of human habita-
tions. Explorations were made in the lakes generally, and
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The knowledge of the arts must of course have been trans-
mitted from antediluvian times through the survivors of the
flood ; and we read, soon after, of the building of great cities,
and of the tower of Babel. But for such works, and espe-
cially for founding such an empire as was ancient Egypt, there
was need of centuries for the growth of a population in num-
bers and resources equal to the gigantic structures that crown
the banks of the Nile. The less than two centuries between
Archbishop Usher’s date of the cessation of the flood and
Piazzi Smith’s calculation of the date of the Great Pyramid,
was far too short an interval for results upon a scale so mag-
nificent. ’

The Tablet of Sethos I, recently discovered in the great
temple of Abydos, introduces a new element of complication
into these calculations. Upon this Tablet a monarch whose
period is pretty clearly determined as of the fifteenth century
before Christ, is represented as offering sacrifice to his royal
predecessors, of whom there are seventy-six in an unbroken
line up to Menes; and this line tallies with the fragmentary
lists from other sources, showing that this was the official list
of recognized sovereigns in regular succession. Eight reigns
in a century would by the analogy of history, in long periods,
be a large allowance. This is greater than the average for
the thousand years of English history from Egbert to Vic-
toria, through all the changes of Anglo-Saxons, Danes, Saxons,
Normans, the Plantagenets, the contests of Lancaster and
York, the Tudors, the Stuarts, the Commonwealth, and the
Revolution. In settled times the average is not over five to
a century. But even an average of ten reigns in a century
would require the whole time from Sethos I. back to the
Flood of our common chronology to dispose of the seventy-
six predecessors of that king. And when we have arrived at
“Menes, we find already an empire consolidated from previous
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great classes of human speech, call for an extension of time,
if one adheres to the belief that all languages were derived
from one primitive root, which is only another form of. the
doctrine of the unity of the race. The lines of language con-
verge toward Central Asia, and in the far past its many
threads can be woven into a small number of strands, which
the science of Comparative Philology may yet succeed in
twisting together in a single cord; but cautious philologists
doubt whether conclusive testimony for or against the unity
of the human race will ever be derived from language alone.
If there was one primitive language of the race, the Biblical
story of the confusion of tongues at Babel would account for
the diversities of hwman speech. But when the trustworthi-
ness of the Biblical narrative is under consideration, we have
no right to assume the miraculous element as a mode of meet-
ing difficulties that seem to embarrass the narrative itself.
That it is difficult to provide for a normal division of tongues
from one primitive root within the period of our received
Chronology, must be obvious to any who will reflect upon the
elements that enter into the construction and growth of lan-
guage. '

4. Man in the fossil state, although rarely found, is another
element of perplexity in the question of his antiquity. To be
sure, it does not require any great length of time, nowadays,
to produce a human fossil! There were many such in the
churches and in politics in the old times of slavery! Nor is
the time required for producing a proper fossil so great as the
popular mind is apt to imagine. To persons unfamiliar with
geology, human skeletons in a fossil state are a great wonder ;
but some of the most complete of these are of recent origin.
For instance, such skeletons found in the island of Guada-
loupe—one of which is in the British Museum—were taken
from a shell limestone of modern origin, and which is still in
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moral government of God. Thus, after the fall of Adam
and the crime of Cain, Seth is the selected typical Man, and
the course of the history runs mainly in the line of his
posterity ; and when in the course of ages the descendants
of Seth apostatize, Noah, who remains faithful, is selected as
the typical Man, and is carried through the flood to become
the founder of a new world. In like manner, when the
descendants of Noah have become degenerate, Abrakam is
selected to be the Father of the Faithful, the head of a
commonwealth both civil and spiritual that shall thereafter
be in the world as the kingdom of God. Now, some would
apply this obvious principle of selection in the early Biblical
history to the case of Adam, and regard him, not as strictly
the first man created and the sole progenitor of the human
race, but the first called to a representative position as the
Son of God, and the head of a new type of Humanity.
Such was the doctrine of Perriere, of Bordeaux, in the
seventeenth century, in his famous treatise on the Pre-Adam-
ites,* which has been revived of late by an anonymous
English author.t Some plausible arguments are urged for
this opinion ; for instance, that Cain, in going forth from the
home of Adam, expected to find the regions round about
peopled, and that their inhabitants would abhor him because
of his crime; that he must have found a wife among other
tribes, or have married his own sister, contrary to the divine
law of marriage; that he built a city, for which he must
have had both laborers and a population. It is further
argued that, in the first chapter of Genesis, Man is intro-
duced as the close of the geological system, and is there
spoken of in a general way ; and that, after a long interval,

* * Pre- Adamite, sive Exercitatio super versibus 12, 18, and 14, Cap. V. Epistole D.
Panli ad Romanos. Quibus indicuntur primi Homines ante Adamum conditi.”
# The *‘ Genesis of the Earth and of Man,” Edinburgh, 1856.
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days and years—after the waters brought forth abundantly
moving creatures, and fowl were created to fly above the earth
—and again after the earth brought forth the living creature,
cattle, and creeping things, and all manner of beasts—at each
successive stage in this grand process God had pronounced
it coop ; and now, with the appearing of Man upon the high-
est platform of this physical creation, the whole work was
declared finished. At any previous point in this process,
to the view of an angel the world might have seemed incom-
plete and aimless; yet not wholly aimless, inasmuch as Man
himself was prefigured, both in his physical structure, by the
homologues in the animal creation, and also in the general order
and arrangement of things for the support of such a being.
At all events, we can now trace the preparatory steps in the
adaptation and structure of the globe for the advent of Man.
The work was “ finished ” also as to the Divine plan and
arrangement in respect to elements and materials. I have
before .noted the fact that Science has not yet ascertained
that any new distinct species has appeared in the lower cre-
ation since the advent of Man; and although Science has de-
veloped to Man elements and materials in the constitution of
the earth that to him were new, therc is no evidence of the
creation of any new elements or materials in organic rature
since the appearance of Man. The whole work was finished
¢« All the Zost of them ;”—this expression denotes both the
splendor of the heavenly bodies and their orderly array. It
is a figure derived from the marshaling of an army in which
both these features appear—splendor and order. It is a very
common figure of speech in the Bible applied to the heavenly
bodies. ¢ By the word of the Lord were the heavens made,
and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.,” * ¢ Ile

* Pea'm xxxiid 6.
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creature of moral endowments, to feel no gratitude toward
Him who has bestowed upon him all these faculties and ca-
pacities, and who so enriches and adorns his life, is to place
himself below thelevel of the brute. Turning, therefore, from
the animal, the sensuous, the physical, let us devoutly, thank-
fully lift ourselves into the sphere of spiritual affections, -
* powers, aims, and hopes, by the worthy recognition and ob-
servance of the Sabbath Day.
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evening when toil is ended, the united meal, the household
stories, music, and diversions, the various ages, interests, and
plans revolving about one centre, and that centre Jove. Whose
eye does not moisten with unbidden tears at the thought of
Home? These four letters are the chord of human happiness
for every gamut; whenever the scale of life begins, these let-
ters are its perfect consonance.

“ God setteth the solitary in families.” This was His insti-
tution at the beginning, and He ordained it to be perpetual.
It is not good, said Jehovah, that the Man should be alone,
wherefore He made a help-meet for him ; ¢ male and @ female
made He them. And this numerical relation of the sexes,
which no science can control, maintains its balance in succes-
sive generations, through all the incidents of climate, of mi-
gration, of war; so that taking the world as a whole, you
hardly find in adult age more of either sex than will suffice to
constitute separate and independent families after the model
of the first. The law of human life, and the appointments of
Providence in its myriad incidents, concur in. giving to the
original institution of marriage a perpetual sanction. The
poet represents this wondrous adaptation of two souls in the
marriage tie as “ perfect music set to noble words.”

“ Belf-reverent each, and reverencing each ;
Distinct in individualities,
But like each other even as those who love.”

The relation which is thus clearly founded in divine reve-
lation, and in those physiological laws and those appointments
of Providence that constitute the fitness of things, has the
best possible adaptations for the education of mankind.
‘Wherefore the prolonged dependence of the human infant ?
Why is he whom God has constituted the lord of creation
kept for years in a condition of helpless infancy, while a few
days or months suffice to bring to maturity the offspring of
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love, He again sets his seal to the primeval law of marriage.
For outside of the marriage relation even the instincts of
maternal love are stifled. Only when consecrated to virtue
do these instincts become the educators of the race.

In every aspect, physical, economical, intellectual, moral,
the Family is the appointed nursery of the race for the well-
being of the individual and the progress of society. Neatness,
politeness, industry, economy, order, punctuality, affection-
ateness, truth, where can these be acquired from tutors or
from books, as they are instilled with the dews of daily affec-
tion in the household and warmed with the sunshine of its
love? As one has said, “ Home-education is a law of Nature.
And where can that labor of love be found more minutely
and wisely divided than between the father and the mother,
between patience and power, tenderness and authority, the
instinctive love of offspring, and the moral regard for the
excellence and well-being of that offspring.”

Hence it is that the Family, as originally constituted in
Paradise, is the only true basis of society. No theory of the
soctal compact has ever been devised that would stand the
test of reason, of history, or of natural law. The whole con-
stitution of the world is against such a theory. By that
- theory men existed as isolated units, till their common wants
or fears, or the aggressions of the strong upon the weak,
brought them together in compact communities. But trace
the stream of history back through any of its channels, and
you find society always emerging from the Family. The first
birth into the world was a birth into society, which then began
in the bosom of the Family. Since the creation of Adam, Man
has never existed in the world as an isolated unit. Itisa
law of his being that he shall enter upon his existence in the
social state, and there abide. A

In the Family, Man is trained to reverence for just and law-
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over by justice, maintaining equal laws, guarding the individ-
ual in the many, and all as one, then must we maintain in-
tact and sacred as it was in Eden the institution of the Fam-
tly. Lycurgus sought to raise a warlike race by taking the
infant from its parents to be reared in the gymnasium as a
child of the state. Plato, in his Republic, advocates a system
of Free Love, abolishing the Family, destroying weakly chil-
dren, and taking the strong into a public nursery, where
they may be reared without natural affection. A society of -
brutes and bullies, a government of gladiators and tyrants,
would spring full-armed from the bloody ashes of the Family.

The Family is the proper nursery of the race in morality
and religion. For this it was designed by the Creator. Here
are inculcated those principles of moral government; here
are developed those pure and generous affections; here are
nurtured those immortal hopes, that fit the growing mind to
recognize and assume relations toward that heavenly Father
of whose authority and benignity the earthly father is its
daily type. The Family was instituted as a school for heaven,
whose perfect symbol is the Family gathered in their father’s
house. '

The study of Woman’s primeval relation to Man and the
Family would aid in the solution of some questions concern-
ing her sphere in modern society. In discussing those ques-
tions, some writers overlook entirely the fact of Sex, which
we have already shown to be fundamental, not simply as a
physical distinction, but in its social and moral bearings. The
advocates of the theory of the individual unit of society
would have no longer women, but what Count Gasparin has
aptly styled ¢female men;” in the struggle for technical
equality all the finer distinctions being effaced, and only that
remaining which Nature has indelibly stamped in the phys-
fcal constitution. But the true interest of society demands
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affections and his social nature through the medium of the
Family, and of that society which must grow out of the Family ;
and for his spiritual communing with Himself, the Father of
spirits, in that beatific intercourse which was the privilege
and joy of Man at the beginning.

In all these arrangements, designed to be perpetual, we be-
hold the love and the care of God. 'Wherever these arrange-
ments. have failed of their beneficent purposes, it has been
solely through the perversity of Man ; and just so far as Man
shall return to the original design of the Creator, in the insti-
tutions of the Family and of the Sabbath, in the maintenarice
of pure domestic love and pure spiritual worship, will human
society be advanced in integrity and blessedness, and once
more approximate to that Paradise which was the glory of its
beginning, the tradition of which fills the broad pages of his-
tory, and the realization of which in the hereafter will be that

golden age toward which all poetry and prophecy direct our
hopes.

.
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